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Christmas Potluck Party

LCCS/ECOTUC, Dec. 3, 2017 (Sunday).
At the combined NovemberDecember LCCS meeting on December 3,
2017, we will enjoy our annual Christmas Potluck Party, our fabulous
Raffle, and our Election of 2018 Officers.
The club will supply fried chicken, table service, and beverages.
All other foods will be supplied by YOUR potluck donation.
If you plan to attend, please to contact us immediately and tell how many
in your group, and what food you are bringing.
You may phone Mary Frances Rauch, 7405224710, and leave your
information on the answering system (A recorder is on all the time.) or
email at rauchhouse@alink.com (her home).
Arrive by 1:30 PM with your potluck items for set up, and be ready to eat
at 2:00PM. This would be your last time to get extra Raffle prize tickets.
After dinner we will have a very brief business meeting to cover the
Election of 2018 Officers.
Following the election will be the drawing for our great Raffle prizes.
Thanks,
Mary Frances Rauch, VPresident
Random Bits
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Previous Program Points

Due to the fact that we have no one to write a review of the Previous Program, we ask
that you click on the LCCS Media link below. This link will take you to YouTube and the LCCS Media
playlist where you will be able to find videos of the past presentations.

* Click on the link to the right to see a video of Past Programs and Meetings

LCCS Media

Are you giving back in thanks for what you are
getting?
APCUG Regional Advisor
This is a question that many of the leaders in both the local group and
APCUG are asking. Many of the clubs/groups in my two regions (#3,
Midwest Ohio/Mississippi River Valleys; #6, Upper Plains) have as a motto
“Members Helping Members”. These groups have people that give back
because they have received. Some members help teach others what they know about computers to
make things easier for other members. Some members help repair computer and technology devices
so they work better for other members. Some members put on presentations to share things they
know about to help increase the knowledge of other members. The very low amount you pay for
membership dues (and I can tell you that the ECOTUC/LCCS dues are just about the lowest in all of
APCUG) doesn't even come close to what is provided you by this club.
Some of you might be saying that I can’t do any of the things listed above, but there’s a lot that you
can do and I hope to get you thinking of ways you can give back to the club for all that you are
receiving. The thing that is on the front burners this time of the year is officers. The club will be
having their elections of officers at the combined November/December Holiday Potluck. You will be
helping select the group of people that will be leading the club for the next year. All the positions are
up for elections. Two of the trustees are in the middle of their extended term, but the other one and
the four main offices are open. We do have some of the current officers willing to run again but many
times it’s because they know nobody else will step up and serve. We have one office that is totally
open and we need someone to fill that spot. Some officers in the past have served many years
because no one else will run.
Your group is in need of a VicePresident/Program Chair. You need someone that will help PLAN
(notice I didn’t say BE) programs and presentations for the coming year. You only have 9 programs
to plan for the year (one month is the picnic and you combine two months into the potluck). And
through the benefits of APCUG, you have lots of resources available to you for planning a variety of
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topics. It’s really not that hard. The hardest part of being the Program Chair
is getting the membership to say what kinds of programs they would like.
Without your input, you’ll get programs that the Chair thinks you’ll like.
You have a president that oversees a number of projects within the club
that takes a lot of time. Actually the easiest thing he does considering what
all he does, is being the president. I know that he would love for someone
to stepup and do the simple duties of the president so he can have more time working on the other
projects. The actual duties of president are to run the general meetings, run the executive board
meeting, and represent the club as needed. The problem is that most people think that everything
else the current president does comes with the job. That’s just not the case. There are many of you
that can run a meeting. Why not ease his burden and take the easy job from him?
So you feel that you can’t be an officer (tell that to the ones that have been serving for a number of
years), there’s other things you can do. Can’t teach or repair computes? There’s other things you can
do. You usually have snacks before your General Meetings, can you help provide them? You like to
have your place look nice for visitors that come to your meetings, can you help the day before (or a
couple days before) the meeting with cleanup? There are people that would like to come to your
meetings that can’t drive, can you help provide travel service? Can you help spread the word about
your club and all it’s activities? I know they need a publicity director.
You get a lot from being a part of the EastCentral Ohio Technology User Club/Licking County
Computer Society, what can you give back to them in return? Please consider some of the
suggestions listed. And consider serving as an officer.
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News and Events

For the latest information on Events "Click" on the link below
LCCS Google Calendar
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News and Events con't

Tickets available now until just before Christmas Dinner Party,
12/3/2017.

2nd Prize  LEXAR Jump Drive S75
128 Gb USB 3

3rd Prize  LEXAR 64 Gb Jump Drive
USB 3, OntheGo Technology
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News and Events con't
Random Bits: Is it worth our time and effort?
Newsletter Staff
You are reading the newsletter of the ECOTUC/LCCS entitled “Random
Bits”. There’s a lot that goes into producing a newsletter like this. There are a number (not really, only
a few) of people that take the time to write up the articles you read in the newsletter. There’s the
editor that puts it all together and then sends it out to all the members. Those few people give a lot of
their time to put this together.
The newsletter staff wonders whether it’s worth all the work and time to put this out each month.
Does anyone actually read it. We understand that some members don’t have the skills or understand
how to open up the newsletter that’s attached to the email that comes out. We would be glad to help,
but they won’t admit to anyone that they can’t. We fear that others don’t even take the time to look at
it and read any of the articles. We know this because many times we hear members asking questions
that would have been answered in the newsletter.
If this is a valuable service to you, that is part of the benefits of membership in ECOTUC, we need to
be told this. We have one more issue that will come out this year, but not knowing what’s being done
with it is getting to some of the staff members. The writers are trying to provide information that goes
out to all the members so everyone “knows”. But if no one is reading the newsletter or just a very few,
it may be a waste of time and effort and should be put to sleep.
So now is the time to let the staff know that you are reading the newsletter and you feel that it’s a
worthwhile benefit that you want to see continued. The staff is willing to continue if that’s the case
(and maybe get a few more news writers). In order for the staff to know, you need to fill the
editor’s/newsletter’s email account with messages from you that just say “I read the newsletter, keep
it coming”. Those people that respond to this “plea” by sending a message to
newsletter@lccsohio.org will be entered into a drawing to be held at the potluck. From the list of e
mails sent to the editor, we will pick three people that will be given the honor of being first in line to
get their dinner. Will there be volume #31? It’s up to you.
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APCUG  NOOZ

The Association of PC User Groups will hold its 2017 Annual Meeting at 4:15 ET on Saturday,
November 4. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the Virtual Technology Conference.
Representatives from all APCUG member groups are invited and urged to attend. Various Committee
reports concerning your group will be presented for your benefit. Official business such as the
election of 2018 officers will be conducted at this meeting.
To attend the annual meeting, please click on the below URL to participate via Zoom. If you have not
used Zoom, please go to www.zoom.us/download to download the app for the device you will be
using.
This will be a Zoom meeting and not a webinar. Attendees will be able to speak as well as see all
attendees. We ask you to mute your microphone until you are ready to speak. When you do speak,
please identify yourself by name and user group name.
The Annual Meeting link is https://zoom.us/j/824157991
Regards,
David Steward, Secretary

FREE 2017 FALL VIRTUAL TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE (VTC)
Saturday, November 4
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm ET
12:00 – 3:00 CT
11:00 – 2:00 MT
10:00 – 1:00 PT
Random Bits
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APCUG  NOOZ
Attend the FREE conference from the convenience of your own home! All
you need is your computer, tablet, etc. and Internet access. The sessions
are 50 minutes in length and offer attendees the opportunity to ask questions
via Q&A; the questions are answered by the presenter at the end of the
presentation or via email if there isn’t enough time after the presentation.
APCUG uses ZOOM for the VTC webinar presentations (www.zoom.us). If
you have not participated in a VTC, go to https://zoom.us/download to
download the app for the device you will be using to ‘attend’ the conference. You should also make
sure you have the latest version of Zoom on your device.
Videos from earlier conferences can be found on APCUG’s YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/apcugvideos.
To register for this VTC, please click on the below link:
http://bit.ly/apcugfall2017vtceventbrite
Spread the word by forwarding this email to your members. VTCs are a great way for them to
expand their technology experience and be introduced to new skills. Below are the sessions that are
currently scheduled.
TRACK 1
1:00 PM ET
Tips for Staying Safe Online and Preventing Identity Theft
Bob Gostischa, Avast Evangelist
Learn to use the tools that make visiting the Internet safe and enjoyable. It really isn’t important what
you use to get to the Internet.
It’s important to use the right tools once you get there
It’s important to exercise caution when visiting the Internet
It’s important to avoid the dangers found on the Internet
This presentation will cover the do's and dont's and what you need to know to stay safe on your
devices (computer – Windows and Mac, tablets and Smartphones) and the Internet
2:00 PM ET
Internet Camouflage Using VPN
How to Use VPN As Your Cloak of Invisibility When Accessing the Internet
Joe Melfi, Consultant
How do we keep the curious and the devious from seeing our activity while using the Internet? We
all have critical information like passwords and account logins that we don't want to be known, some
info we consider private, or we simply don't want anything to be seen by others because it's nobody's
business. It's our data, our conversations, and only those we grant permission should see that data.
Random Bits
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APCUG  NOOZ
You may have heard that your web surfing and emails could be vulnerable to
snooping. It may be easier than most people know, especially when using
public WiFi! We'll discuss the best way to help make your data unreadable
and untraceable  by implementing VPN.
WHO SHOULD BE USING VPN?:
Anyone in public... Free/Paid WiFi at coffee shops, restaurants, libraries,
hotels, etc.
Mobile users and travelers that may need to use unfamiliar networks
Home users for security and privacy
EVERYONE!
TOPICS:
Focus on VPN solutions
How it works
Types available
Apps and software
Devices and hardware
Free versus pay options
Caveats and compromises (nothing is perfect)
3:00 PM ET
iOS 11 Tips & Tricks
Jere Minich, Program Chair, LakeSumter Computer Society
iOS 11 has many more custom options than usual and many of them are firstrate. Jere will show us
how to tailor some of these options to meet our needs.
TRACK 2
1:00 PM ET
Handson LibreOffice Demo
John Kennedy EastCentral Ohio Technology User's Club
Free software  it’s all about sharing. John (otherwise known as FreeJohn) will be sharing the
flagship productivity suite called LibreOffice. This piece of software has all the components (and a
couple extras) that another major software company has, that is widely used in business. He will take
us on a handson tour of the different subprograms LibreOffice has and hopefully you discover a free
program that has all the features you would need in a productivity suite.
2:00 PM ET
Google Photos
Ron Brown, Program Chair, Silvercom Computer and Technology Club
Random Bits
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APCUG  NOOZ
Stats – 1B users; 1.2B photos uploaded each day. And, it’s FREE. It’s like a
shoebox full of photos but you can easily find a specific photo. Since we now
take most of our photos with our phone, it’s designed for mobile first but can
also be used with our computer. It’s easytouse with unlimited storage. Do
you need a backup strategy? How to sync them? Who can see my photos?
How do they get archived after death? All these topics and more will be
covered in Ron’s presentation. As well as a handson demo.
3:00 PM ET
Voice Operated Assistants
Greg Skalka, President, Under the Computer Hood UG
What’s new in technology? First it was the Cloud and now it’s Voice Operated Assistants = the future
is here! Voice operated assistants like Amazon Echo, Dot and Tap and Google Home are here to
help us with automated tasks and more. Siri, Cortana, and Google Assistant also help us with our
technology.
What can they do?
What are the benefits?
How about the dark side?
Virtual Technology Committee
Judy Taylour, Chair
Francis Chao
Jim Evans
John Kennedy
Jere Minich
David Williams
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Secretary's Report
2017917

General Membership Meeting Minutes
ECOTUC/LCCS

President Jim Amore called the meeting to order @2:30pm.
22 Members were present.
2 members were in attendance by ZOOM.
Secretary’s Report: The August 20, 2017 General Membership Meeting
Minutes had been posted on the web board and the bulletin board. Sue Bixler motioned and Ken
Bixler seconded to accept the minutes as written. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: The secretary reported $23,172.50 in the account. Ira LaFolette motioned and
Bill Toothman seconded to accept the report as posted. The motion passed.
Correspondence: Jim Amore reported he needs to renew the Refurbishing Contract with Microsoft.
He will take the required test and get the renewal for the club in order to continue refurbishing
computers.
Committee Reports:
Recycle/Refurbishing: The next Recycle Event will be September 22 & 23, 2017, at the Resource
Center. Jim has contacted many Licking County departments for advertising this event.
Membership: Vicky reported 218 paid members and 106 Credit Union members.
Program Chair: The October Meeting will feature Bob Gostischa (by Zoom) presenting new things
with Avast; focusing on Protection. October is Cyber Awareness month.
There is no November Meeting and December is our Holiday Meeting.
Technology/Teaching: John reported September classes have been canceled due to the lack of
persons signing up for classes. There will be a couple classes in October. September 29th, is the
“5th Friday” of the month and John will host a “Windows 10 Upgrades, again and again.” Another
“5th” Friday occurs in December, but that Friday is near New Year’s Eve, so he will hold it on
December 15, 2017 @ 1:00 at the Resource Center.
Old Business: There will be an Executive Board Meeting on November 9 @ 4:00 at the Resource
Center.
New Business: The Resource Center was the subject of a Fire Inspection on September 12, 2017.
Our building had some infractions. LCAP will work with us to repair/fix any problems with the building.

President Amore adjourned the meeting @2:50pm.
Program: John Kennedy presented an informative program on “Types of Free Software”; such as:
Skype, Google, Gimp, Libre Office, Teamviewer and many, many other free programs.

Submitted by: Nancy Grower, Secretary
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Treasurer's Report
Treasurer's reports here
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The Education Corner
Computer Classes/Teaching Program
We had a disappointing Fall “semester” with most of the classes being
canceled due to very low enrollment. No classes were taught in September
and only two classes were held in October. We puton the offerings EVERY
class we have figuring we’d have a large turnout since we don’t offer
classes during the holiday months and the winter months. We know there are people out “there” (and
within our own membership) that could use computer classes.
And to that very point, one of our members asked about classes as they were interested.
Unfortunately we had to let him know of our schedule. He said he thought he knew a number of other
people that might be interested in taking the Everyday Basic class. He was told that under normal
conditions most people were too busy heading into the holidays, but if he could roundup enough for
a class we would secure a teacher and hold a “special engagement” class. He came back to us with
enough names to just about fill the class.
Our mission is to help educate members and nonmembers, seniors and nonseniors in the use of
computers. A meeting of the minds took place and it was decided to provide a teacher. So we are
excited to be having one more class this year. There might be an open computer if there might be a
member reading this that would want to join this class. If you are interested (and there’s no guarantee
that the space will be open), contact FreeJohn at lccs.freejohn@gmail.com to let him know. The
teaching program will definitely be on “vacation” over the winter as we will be refurbishing the
classroom computers to make sure they will continue to work with Windows 10 (the present
computers are getting close to the age that Microsoft will not guarantee compatibility with Windows
10). We also will need to “clean house” and get new users ready for the coming year.
As to when classes will be offered, that will be decided over the winter when a committee meets to
discuss that very topic. We may not offer repeats of classes as much as in the past in hopes of
bigger classes when we do offer them. And we are looking into what is needed to be taught. Check
back over the winter with the newsletters and website
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Windows Help Desk
We tried a different approach with October’s Help Desk. We divided
the period between having a “short presentation” and finished up with
the usual helping people with questions or concerns with their
Meeting Times
Windows computers.
First Friday 1:00  3:30 p.m.
Our topic for the session was on “Personalizing and Customizing your
Third Friday 1:00  3:00 p.m.
Windows 10 Desktop”. We went through the Personalizing Settings
found in the Main screen: Menu/Settings/Personalize. We took a look
at the different options for backgrounds (picture, color, and slideshow)
and how to select them. We also looked at how to choose which icons would be on the notification
menu, the taskbar, and the Start Menu.
It was decided to continue this new approach to our Windows Help Desk with another session on
using Windows 10 (topic to be announced later, so watch your emails or the website). And we’re not
forgetting those people that have specific questions or problems with their Windows Operating
System (version 7, 8.1, or 10) and want you to join us for your personal/individualized help following
the minipresentation.
Our next Help Desk will be held on the third Friday of November, the 17th beginning at 1:00 p.m.
We’ll try and hold the topic discussion to an hour and then have the rest of the time for helping
individuals. And looking ahead to December, due to the holidays and having to reschedule the Fifth
Friday to the third Friday, the December Windows Help Desk will be held on the first Friday
(December 1st). Depending weather and possibly other holiday activities, we might have an extra
Windows Help Desk the last Friday to help anyone with setting up any new computers received as
presents
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Featured Articles
Plasma Mobile: Inside KDE’s Plan To Create A
Fullfeatured Linux Smartphone Software
By

fossbytes.com
The Linux smartphone scenario has never been so exciting.
Recently, Purism’s Librem 5 smartphone achieved its crowdfunding
goal and scored partnerships from GNOME and KDE. On the other hand, postmarketOS is also
showing some good promise.

To read full article

CLCIK HERE

WINDOWS 10 FALL CREATORS UPDATE
ADDS RANSOMWARE PROTECTION
By Darren Allan
CIO Today
Windows 10 Fall Creators Update has a nifty security feature which
perhaps hasn't been trumpeted by Microsoft as much as it should:
namely antiransomware defenses.

To read full article

CLICK HERE
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Featured Articles
Ideas for Revitalizing Your Tech Club
By Judy Taylour

APCUG VTC  81917
Is your group suffering from?
* Officer / leader burnout
* One, two, or three officers are in charge of everything
They have done everything for years
* Lack of volunteers
* Reduced membership
* Same person / people always give presentations
* Presentations don’t meet members’ needs
* Newsletter editor retired – no one wants to learn a desktop
publishing program
* Webmaster moved away – no one knows how the website works
This presentation offers ideas you might want to try to revitalize your group.
Judy Taylour, President, SCV Computer Club
To view the full video

CLICK HERE
Online Safety
February Meeting Recap

By John Weigle, Editor, Channel Islands PCUG, CA
March 2017 issue, The TOE
www.cipcug.org
jweigle (at) vcnet.com
Online safety was the primary topic of the February program, with member Michael Shalkey
discussing the amount of personal information that's on the internet and many of the dangers that
creates. He used chayn.co/safety, which was designed for women but has tips for everyone in its
online security guide as a general guide to dangers and solutions, and familytreenow.com, a
genealogy site, to demonstrate the amount of information that's easy to find.
The chain.co/safety site offers a starter pack and an advanced guide about possible scams, dangers
and solutions. Both are free and part of the website. Its introduction includes this statement: “Modern
technology such as the internet/mobile phones etc., has made it increasingly easy for abusive
partners to stalk, intimidate and threaten their targets both online and offline. The good news: you can
take measures to protect yourself! Assess your risk and take back control with this guide of best
practices.”
The site emphasizes that everyone posts all kinds of information on social media, opens accounts of
many kinds, logs in to sites, and have apps on our computers or smart phones that have information
Random Bits
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we seldom think about, such as WiFi signals and GPS locations, websites we've visited and pictures
we post. It also suggests considering how your children's posts might affect your privacy. Are they
posting their addresses, schools, activities, and places they like to visit? General recommendations:
• Use a strong password — at least 15 characters, upper and lower case letters, and numbers and
symbols.
• Don’t use the same password on many sites.
• Don’t let your browser save your passwords.
• Think passphrase instead of password.
• Use a password manager and change your passwords periodically.
• Use twofactor authentication.
Browser recommendations
Use the Electronic Frontier Foundation’s Panopticlick at https:// panopticlick.eff.org. (The writer
tested the site and it recommended installing Privacy Badger, which it says blocks tracking ads, and
invisible trackers, unblocks third parties that promise to honor do not track and determines if the
browser protects you from fingerprinting (it lists the information that's shared).
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Club Officers
Below is a list of your Club officers and
their information.

Officers
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