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Stacie Bixler

Cutting the Cord, Without Cutting it Off
Are you feeling that your cable or satellite service is running away with
your money and you’re not getting what you want, at a price that you feel
is reasonable? Are you spending more time flipping through all the
stations you get that you don’t want looking for something to watch and
then missing the beginning of the show you wanted to watch? Do you feel
lost because there is no alternative, no competition to what you have, and
nothing you can do about it? Well, surprise. There are alternatives where
you can “cut the cord”, but still not “cut everything off”.
Stacie Bixler is a person that was feeling much the same way you are
feeling now. But she was able to find ways to “cut the cord, without cutting
it off”. She will be sharing her knowledge in this area with us at our next
General Meeting program on May 20th. Stacie’s program will tell us who is
cutting the cord and why. She will take us through her class called
“Internet TV – 101” so we know what options we have. And she will let us
know how we can “join” the movement.
Stacie will share with us what the current trends are in the TV industry,
along with what the numbers are telling us. She will be honest and give us
the opportunities and challenges people face when cutting the cord. Her
presentation will also cover things like: equipment/devices, popular
service providers, content/programming options, and of course costs.
Join us on Sunday, May 20th at 2:30 p.m. for our short business
meeting followed by Stacie’s presentation. Please feel free to bring a non
member that might also be interested in learning how to “cut the cord”.
Our members gather between 2:00 and 2:30 for renewing acquaintances
and meeting new members. Read the article on page 4, of the newsletter,
to see how you can have input into the program.
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Due to the fact that we have no one to write a review of the Previous Program, we ask
that you click on the LCCS Media link below. This link will take you to YouTube and the LCCS Media
playlist where you will be able to find videos of the past presentations.

* Click on the link to the right to see a video of Past Programs and Meetings

LCCS Media

Chromebooks Sad You Missed It; But It’s Not Too
Late
Our March, 2018, Chromebooks presentation was a wealth of
information for all of you who say, “What is a Chromebook?”
“What does/can a Chromebook do?” and “Why should I run out and
purchase one?”
Many of you go online to read and answer emails, read the news, watch some videos and maybe
play some games. You probably don’t need to pay hundreds of dollars more for a high end
computer.
Our guest speaker, Hewie Poplock offered a program especially for seniors.
I was especially interested in some info he offered regarding a Chromebook and how you can save
your information to cloud storage. Also, he said many of the newer models support Android apps.
He offered shopping hints and suggestions regarding brands and preference to get at least 8 GB
ram.
He suggested we read carefully when shopping to see how much free cloud storage you may be
offered. He mentioned some of the new ones had 100 GB for 2 years FREE.
Pay attention to the weight if that is important to you. I believe he mentioned liking a 11.6” screen
for himself, and a weight of 2.8 lbs.
Important: You probably want to be sure the unit has an HDMI slot. Some less expensive units do
not have this.
He told us of the importance of a good “password manager” to him (and probably to us also). So
many more good suggestions were offered.
Overall: My take on the presentation was “decide what you need before you go shopping”. There
is a wealth of info on the internet.
Mary Frances Rauch
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For the latest information on Events "Click" on the link below
LCCS Google Calendar
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May Program Input Requested
Our presenter for May, Stacie Bixler, will be doing a presentation on “Cutting
the Cord”. This refers to cutting your connection for TV service through
either cable or satellite. What she would like from you is something you
CAN do, and we request that you DO IT so the program will have more
meaning for you. We need you to send an email to ecotu.club@gmail.com . Use the “Subject”:
Cutting the Cord, so we’ll know its for the program when we receive it. Remember also that the
meeting is one week later (May 20th) due to Mother’s Day.
What Stacie would like to know is, if you were to cut the cord for your TV service (doesn't matter if
you have cable or satellite) what would you MISS THE MOST. Which channels or services being
gone would upset you the most. Some examples might be: local channels (those in the Columbus
area), sports channels, news channels, movie channels (free and/or paid), channels with old TV
shows on them, or whatever it might be that you would really miss. Knowing what we would miss
would let her know what she can talk about.
Please send an email to us at ecotu.club@gmail.com with the subject of Cutting the Cord (so we
know to forward that on to her) and your listings of what you might not be able to live without. Then
come to the meeting/program on the 20th to learn how you might be able to get those channels you
want by some other means (hint: Internet)
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APCUG  NOOZ
Hello to the officers and leadership of Region 3. I think we can safely say
that Winter is over and Spring is here. We probably should plan on a short
Spring and get ready to jump right into Summer. I hope that everyone that's
supposed to get this message (all club officers) gets it. Please chat with
your fellow officers at your next meeting to make sure they did and if not, let
me know so we can check what's what in our mailing list database.
Please check out the wealth of information listed in both this email and the
attached report. Just about every questions you might have about upcoming activities in APCUG are
listed below. If you have any questions, please contact me.
NOOZ is sent to your group’s officers listed in the UGLS (APCUG’s membership database). Thank
you for keeping the list uptodate. If you need a user name and password or don’t remember them,
please contact Lee Laughner, Membership Chair at: llaughner (at) apcug.org.
We urge you to share the information by including it in your newsletter, posting it on your website, or
emailing it to your members.
In this edition of NOOZ:
1. May 5 VTC
2. APCUG Reports, Q2 Issue
3. Don Singleton Volunteer of the Year
4. Digital Photo, Newsletter, and Website Contests
1. May 5 VTC
FREE 2018 SPRING VIRTUAL TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE (VTC)
SATURDAY, MAY 5
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm ET / 12:00 – 3:00 CT
11:00 – 2:00 MT / 10:00 – 1:00 PT
REGISTER AT: http://bit.ly/May5VTCRegistration
DOWNLOAD THE CURRENT VERSION OF ZOOM: https://zoom.us/download
DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT THE PRESENTATIONS PLUS PRESENTER BIOS:
https://apcug2.org/apcug2018springvirtualtechnologyconferencevtc28/
MORE INFO: virtualconferences@apcug.org

via

•Attend the VTC from your home, invite some of your members to join you, or have a
Technology Tailgate Party with your members!
•Give a report at your next meeting.
•Attend using your computer or tablet with the Zoom app.
•Sessions are 50 minutes in length and offer attendees the opportunity to ask questions
a chat window.
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•Only register once.
•You do not need an Eventbrite account to attend the conference.
•Before the VTC, you will receive an email with directions and links for
attending both conference tracks.
•Sign into Zoom with the name and email address you used to register.
•If you have problems, use the Chat Box for assistance from staff.
•Put your name in the Chat Box for each session you attend – presenter
might have a handout or answers to questions.
•Enjoy!
TRACK 1
1:00 PM ET
Create a Smart Home with Home Automation & Voice Assistants
Joe Melfi, Strategic Technical Marketing Engineer
2:00 PM ET
What’s new in the Spring Windows 10 update?
Jere Minich, Program Chair, LakeSumter Computer Society
3:00 PM ET
Teaching Technology Topics to Seniors
Ray Baxter, Payson Computer MeetUp Club, APCUG Treasurer
TRACK 2
1:00 PM ET
Synchronizing Your PC, a Guide to…..
Bill James, VP, Computer Club of Oklahoma City; APCUG Advisor, Region 8
2:00 PM ET
What’s new with Ubuntu?
Orv Beach, Training Chair, Southern California Linux expo – SCALE
3:00 PM ET
Write and Publish Your eBook on Amazon Kindle… for Free
Bill Neves, Member, Silvercom Computer and Technology Club

2. APCUG Reports, Q2 Issue. Your copy was sent to you in a seperate email. You will find:
•Creative ideas groups are doing with their clubs
•Presentation ideas
•Solicit “New Guy” feedback and suggestions
•Using checklists to prevent surprises, embarrassment, catastrophes
•Prepare for smooth presentations/be a smooth presenter
•Get audience feedback
Random Bits
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•Updated list of Speakers Bureau presentations
3. Don Singleton Volunteer of the Year. Volunteers are the backbone of
APCUG and its member groups; they are what keep our groups viable.
Volunteers come in all shapes, sizes, and personalities plus they all have a
different reason for volunteering. They are idea people and doit people. All
user group volunteers have this in common: their advocacy for technology
and their dedication and commitment to their user group.
Groups that have not previously had a member become a VOTY may nominate one of their
volunteers they want to recognize and honor. Three judges objectively evaluate candidates against
the selection criteria. VOTY nominations will be open from September 1 – 30; the recipient will be
announced at the November 3 online annual meeting. More information will be sent to member
groups in July.
4. Digital Photo, Newsletter, and Website Contests. The Digital Photo contest is open to all
members of your group. Groups will be asked to submit three 2017 newsletters for that contest;
groups entering the website contest merely submit their website address. Members and groups that
have not been a winner in the last two (2015/2016) contests are eligible to submit entries
betweenSeptember 1 – 30. The winners will be announced at the November 3 online annual
meeting. More information will be sent to member groups in July.
Advisors are your communication link with APCUG.
Hope to see a lot of you signed in to the VTC. I'll be hosting/moderating Track 2 and will see those
that have signed in. Please remember to sign in to the VTC the same way you registered at
Eventbrite. I'll talk with you next month.
John
John Kennedy, APCUG
Board of Advisors
Region 3 (IN,KY,MI,OH,TN)
Region 6 (IL,IA,MN,ND,NE,SD,WI)
Your communication link with APCUG
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Secretary's Report
2018318

General Membership
Meeting Minutes
ECOTUC/LCCS

President Amore called the meeting to order @2:30pm at the Resource
Center.
28 members were in attendance.
5 members joined by ZOOM.
Secretary’s Report: The February 18, 2018 General Membership Meeting Minutes were posted on
the web board and the bulletin board. Bill Toothman motioned and Sue Bixler seconded to accept the
minutes as written. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer reported a balance of $ 22,018.24 in the account as of February
28, 2018. Judy Balthrop motioned and John Kennedy seconded to accept the report. The motion
passed.
Correspondence: None.
Committee Reports:
Recycling/Refurbishing: The next Recycle Event will be held sometime in September 2018.
Membership: Sue Bixler reported for Ken Bixler a total of 330 paid members.
Program Chair: The April Meeting will be on “Computer BROWSERS.”
Technology/Teaching: John Kennedy reported all classroom computers have been upgraded to
Windows 10. Classes start March 20, 2018.
Old Business: None.
New Business: John Kennedy reported March 30, 2018 as the “5th Friday”. The topic for this day
will be “Back to the Cloud/Cloud Storage”.
President Amore adjourned the meeting @ 2:40pm.
Program: By ZOOM, Hewie Poplock, Orlando, Florida, presented the program: “Why You Should
Switch to Chromebook”. The club can review his topic at : cb4s.net (chrome book for seniors).
Chromebook was launched in 2012 and by 2015 had overtaken Mac Books in the United States.
Most schools/classrooms are using Chromebooks.
Submitted by: Nancy Grower, Secretary
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Treasurer's Report
Treasurer's reports here
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The Education Corner
Teaching Program
We come to the final two classes of the Spring session. We have two
classes currently going on (too late to register for one and other class is
already filled) titled “Spreadsheets” and “Beyond the Basics”. But we do
have two others coming up and there’s still time to sign up.
The first class is “Communicating with EMail”, a class for even someone that’s been using email
because there is a lot of tips and tricks that you don’t know. Most people have learned just enough to
send and receive electronic communications. But, we keep hearing club members who are having
problems with adding attachments, opening attachments, printing from emails, saving things they
get from their emails, and a number of other things that would be covered by this class.
With a lot of the computer risks (like malware/virues) coming through email, this is a very important
class that you should consider taking. But if you are one of those people that can’t do attachments,
then you won’t be reading this at all.
The other class being considered (if there’s enough enrollments) hasn’t been advertised as of yet.
You are hearing about it now. With more and more people becoming concerned with what Microsoft
is doing with Windows 10, and concern over their computers that are aging (and Windows 10 doesn’t
like old things); people are seriously looking for alternatives and Linux is it.
We will be advertising a “Doing it all with Linux” class to show those interested how Linux users do
everything Windows users do, but with no requirement for money, accepts older hardware, and is just
as easy (maybe in some cases easier) to use with the same “point and click” actions you do with a
mouse. And, many of the programs that you are using in Windows are the same programs you use in
Linux. We are working on the details for the meeting times, but it probably will be meeting in the
afternoons on a Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday schedule the first week and a
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday schedule for the second week (because of Memorial Day). Watch
your emails and check the website.
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Windows Help Desk

Meeting Times

First Friday 1:00  3:30 p.m.
Third Friday 1:00  3:00 p.m.

We held our April Windows Help Desk and we had more “helpers” than
those that needed “help”, so this will be a short article. The May
Windows Help Desk may be the last until the Fall since there doesn’t
seem to be the need for it. There may be other opportunities over the
summer to get some help.

One member was in need of getting help in moving her email contacts
over from her old computer and operating system, to her new Windows 10 laptop and the Microsoft
mail program. What should have been a real simple job, took a few extra minutes and a couple of
“helpers” but the job did get accomplished.
The same person had brought in her old, old computer running Windows 7 to see if it was able to
have the operating system upgraded to Windows 10. The final verdict was not available at this time,
but unless it was a very, very old piece of hardware, upgrading would probably be done. However, as
it gets a little older, the newer versions for Windows 10 (the updates that come out about every 6
months) may not work even through an older one did.
The magic number that we’re hearing is that once your computer reaches about 10 years old, the
current version (whichever one it is at the time) will not work with it. Therefore you will need to
consider two options: one, get a newer (brand new or recently refurbished) computer that will still run
Windows 10, or two, move from the Windows operating system to a Linux operating system that will
still play happy with your old computer.
The expected Spring Creator’s Update that was supposed to begin pushing out in April, had to be
postponed due to Microsoft finding a bug in the upgrade process. The last I heard a few days ago, it
has been further delayed due to finding another problem in it. We’ll let you know via email when we
hear that it’s coming out. And remember, when it does come out that some will get it before others.
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Repair SIG / Help Desk
7 April
Jim upgraded a member’s computer to Microsoft Windows 10.
Meeting Times

First Saturday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
First Tuesday 7:00  9:00 p.m.
Third Saturday 1:00  4:00 p.m.

Everett reinstalled W10 on a computer.
Bob Vance installed updates on a W7 machine and attempted to
change a password on W10.

Ken installed Thunderbird mail handler and tutored the owner on a Vista machine.
21 April
Everett cleaned up the software on a Microsoft Windows machine.
Jim and Al Barol cleaned and updated a Vista installation.
Ken diagnosed a faulty hard drive and tutored a member on Thunderbird mail handler use.
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Linux SIG / Help Desk

Meeting Times

Second Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
Fourth Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.

The members of the Linux Help Desk has two more excellent meetings
with lots of good information sharing and knowledge gained. We meet
the 2nd and 4th Friday afternoons and welcome anyone that would like
to know more about the Linux operating system to join us. We’ll even
give you a disk with a FREE operating system that you can check out.

At our first meeting of the month we had a good presentation about
adding an additional hard drive (either internal or permanently connected external) to the “fstab”
configuration file so that the hard drive is automatically mounted each time the computer is started
up. It might sound confusing, but basically it means that we add some information into a startup file
so that the hard drive is seen and connected automatically when you start up the computer. That
means it will be ready to use without you having to manual click on it to “start it up”.
We also talked about some of the news worthy events taking place at the beginning of the month. In
our last meeting, we were informed that the newest version of Ubuntu called 18.04 LTS, for Long
Term Support, (and all the other versions of Ubuntu: UbuntuMATE, Kubuntu, Xubuntu, Lubuntu,
etc..) was available for download this past Tuesday. Even though it’s out, our classroom computers
won’t be given the option to upgrade until the first “point” update (18.04.1) You have the option at
home to do what’s called a “clean install” which writes the new version over the old (and not an
upgrade).
Also at our first meeting, we had a two part activity with the image cataloging program called
Shotwell. We first had to use the terminal and commands to access our server and copy some
photos from the server to our student computer. After that was completed (very successfully by
everyone) we learned how to take a picture on the computer and “tag” it with words that will help us
find groups of pictures easily. We could tag pictures with any type of word sets: events, locations,
descriptions, etc… Then when you are searching for pictures you tell the program to find all the
pictures that happened at “this event” at “this location” and with “these descriptive words”. And the
program finds just those pictures for you in no time flat.
The first part of our last meeting of the month was a demo/review of a somewhat “new to us” distro
called “MX17” which is based on Debian with a modified Xfce desktop environment. We also saw
that it came preloaded with a number of programs that were usually added on later. That made it so
you were up and running faster not having to take the time to install those much needed programs.
We also saw a very good “store” filled with “popular software”. This helped narrow down the
thousands of programs that are available for Linux to a manageable list of popular/favorites. Some of
the programs listed were already installed and just about anything that you really needed was listed
in this special list. It was recommended that the members take a look at MX17 (which is real easy to
do with live disks) and maybe find it to be their next primary Linux operating system.
After our break, we talked a lot about the differences between doing a plain “upgrade” and doing a
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Meeting Times

Second Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
Fourth Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.

“distupgrade”. We found that “upgrade” updated existing programs on
our computer and didn’t remove anything that wasn’t needed (because
it might be needed by some other program), whereas “distupgrade”
would totally upgrade everything regardless if it’s being used by
another program which could lead to the other program no longer
working. We all decided that for most of us (probably all of us) that we
should stick with the plain “upgrade” command and not use “dist
upgrade” unless it was really necessary to have everything updated
even if it meant other programs might not work.

Our final project of the day was to check out a camera a member had to see if it would work with
Linux. Our first task was to get it connected to the computer. It needed a coaxial connection that
computers really don’t have, that we resolved by finding a coaxial to USB converter. We plugged it in
and then used two terminal commands (lsusb, dmesg) to find out whether the computer “saw” the
camera. It appeared from either method that the computer did not see the camera. We did notice that
the computer “saw” the special adapter we used, but didn’t get past that to see the camera.
We then tried the camera software that we use in Linux called “Cheese” and discovered that it
confirmed what we learned from the commands that the computer just couldn’t see/use the camera.
A possible option might be to get a special video card that has a coaxial connection and see if
connected directly it would work. We also decided that it probably was a special type of camera that
only worked with a special connection box that also went to other cameras.
As you can see, our meetings have quite a lot of information shared. AND it’s all FREE. Come join us
on May 11th for our next Linux Help Desk.
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A Slice of "Pi"
On April 5th the Slice of Pi Raspberry Pi SIG met for a very informative and
hands on meeting. Our meeting began with an exercise in script writing. Ken
Bixler introduced us to a scripting assignment of creating a script to go to the
web and get the sunrise and sunset times for Newark Ohio.
The "Pi" Safe

After explaining the script Ken had us use a Raspberry Pi virtual machine to
create our own example of his script example. We used an editor name Nano to create and edit the
scripts. We all found out the creating scripts is a task that needs careful attention to details. Just one
little character in the wrong place or the wrong character will keep the script from running and getting
the desired results. Many of us had our frustration monitors pegged out to the max. But after a time
we were all able to find our mistakes and got the desired results.
To wrap up the session Rich Allen talked about two applications used to stream different types of
media files. The first app was Kodi, which is a program that will run on the Pi to set it up as a media
center. The media center, once setup will stream video file, audio file, photos, and services such as
Netflicks, Hulu, and You Tube.
The second program was called Volumio which is set up to stream only audio type files. These files
can be from a storage device, a network device, and the internet. Volumio sets up a local website
that is used to control and access the media files and can be accessed via the WiFi network in you
home.
April 26th
The Pi SIG meet on this Thursday. We continued our exploration of writing scripts with Ken Bixler. In
this session we explored the concepts of variables and loops. We wrote several scripts that created a
number of entries using a loop with a variable. We then created a script to move specific items again
using a varible and a loop. Everyone was suceessful in their scripts and look forward to the next SIG
meeting.
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Email Strategy

By Dick Maybach, Member, Brookdale Computer
Users’ Group, NJ
February 2018 issue, BUG Bytes
www.bcug.com
n2nd (at) att.net

Too often, when we find ourselves in unfamiliar technological
territory, we adopt the first solution that works and ignore any
alternatives. This is a good approach for tasks that we seldom
perform, but less optimal for those we do every day, such as
accessing our email. In this article, we’ll step back from which keys
we press and which icons we click to look at the email forest. Once we entrust a message to our
vendor, it’s beyond our control. The portions we can influence are the transferring of messages
between our PC and the email server. (For this article, I’ll use “PC” as a standin for “personal
computer or handheld device.)
There are two different ways to exchange messages between your PC and your email server: (1) by
webmail, where you access messages on your vendors website using a browser or (2) by using a
client email program on your PC, which transfers the messages to and from the server.

Figure 1. Email Using Webmail
As Figure 1 suggests, when using webmail all your messages as well as your address list are stored
only on the server. You must do something explicit to copy this information to your PC. Webmail
requires no setup, except for making the vendor's URL a favorite, and minimizes the resource use on
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your local device. You use your browser, which communicates with the vendor using the same HTML
protocol as for any website. All the emailspecific software runs on the vendor’s site, which also
stores all the associated data.
• You usually have only a limited selection of interfaces you can use to access your email.
• The supported services may be limited.
• You need Internet access to see your mail and access your address list.
• If encryption is available it's less secure as you send the unencrypted file and rely on the vendor
to encrypt it.
• Since the vendor stores your email as well as your address list, moving to a new vendor is
cumbersome, and transferring the stored data may be difficult or impossible.

Figure 2. Email Using Client Software.
A client email program runs on your PC, as shown n Figure 2, and usually stores some or all your
messages and your address list locally, and it must be properly configured. Although the figure shows
your messages stored on both the server and your PC, this is not always true. Depending on how
you’ve configured the server and your client, they may appear on only one of these. However, your
address list resides only on your PC.
• This approach requires that you configure the client, but most can do this automatically. You have
only to enter your email address and password for the client to set up the send and receive
protocols. You do have to be sure that the defaults reflect your preferences.
• If the automatic configuration fails, you will need the URL of the POP or IMAP server and the
URL of the SMTP server. This information is usually available on your server's website.
• Once set up, the client will periodically check the server for new messages and will download
them and alert you, assuming of course you are connected to the Internet.
• Many clients offer additional services, such as encryption, automatic sorting of messages into
folders, SPAM filtering, automatic capturing of email addresses, and calendar functions.
Random Bits
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• Encryption is more secure, as it takes place on your equipment, before you send the result to the
vendor.
• Your messages may be stored only on your local device. This means they are accessible even if
you don’t currently have an Internet connection, but it also means you must back up the data.
POP is the older protocol, dating from 1985, a time when storage on servers was dear. As a result,
the early implementations deleted messages from the server immediately after they were
downloaded. Now, some vendors give you the option of this deletion; moreover, it can be set
differently for each PC. I find it convenient not to delete messages when I download them to a laptop
but to delete them when I download them to my desktop. This keeps my server clean, allows me to
use email when I travel, and stores my email history on my desktop, which I back up regularly. In
preparing this article, I found several Internet articles that claimed that POP email was always
deleted from the server when it was read and concluded that POP was not practical if you used more
than one PC. This may be true for some vendors and when using some email clients, but it certainly
isn’t for my vendor, AT&T (who farms out their email to Yahoo), and my client, Thunderbird.
IMAP does not delete messages unless you explicitly do so. Although some clients, in particular
those running on handheld devices, may not include attachments when they download messages, or
may retain messages for only a limited time. Neither is true for the email vendors and PC clients I
use and the way I have them configured. Microsoft uses their own protocol, Microsoft Exchange or
MAPI, most commonly used with Hotmail, but I have no experience with it.
Many vendors offer both POP and IMAP, and indeed you may find that you can use both on a single
email account. Thus, you can choose the one that works best with each particular device. For AT&T
email I use POP on my desktop and laptops and IMAP on my smartphone.
Regardless of the protocol to download messages, you almost certainly use Simple Mail Transfer
Protocol (SMTP) to upload them. As its name implies, you probably won’t have to configure this.

Figure 3. Webmail Window.
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Figure 3 shows accessing email using webmail. I use a client for this account, and as a result there
isn’t much customization here. Otherwise, I would probably have set up several folders in addition to
Inbox, Drafts, and Sent shown. As you can see from the menu bar at the top, this vendor offers
additional services, including calendar, address book, note, and task management.

Figure 4. Email Client Window.
Figure shows the Thunderbird client, http://www.mozilla.org/enUS/thunderbird/, which I how I access
all my mail, five accounts, as you can see in the left sidebar. One of these (AT&T) uses POP, and the
other IMAP. Every 10 minutes each account is checked for new messages, and a desktop icon tells
me if there are any I haven’t read. There are four folders on the server, Drafts, Sent, Junk, and Trash.
(Although Inbox appears to be on the server, in fact it resides on my PC.) I have also defined several
local folders to organize my mail. Two, Ads and FWD, are interesting. Thunderbird allows the creation
of filters, and I’ve set up one to immediately send any message whose subject begins with “Fwd:” to
the FWD folder. I’ve found that these are seldom important and prefer that they not clutter my inbox.
Similarly, I’ve defined several filters to send all messages from specific addresses to the Ads folder,
which contained six unread messages when I made this screenshot. These aren’t spam, as I do
business with these folks, but again the messages aren’t vital, and I prefer that they not obscure more
important ones. It’s not evident from the shot, but Thunderbird also provides calendar, task
management, and encryption services. Like its relative Firefox, there are dozens of addons available
to add more features.
Privacy is a concern any time you interact with the Internet and especially so with email. Someone
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with access to your message history probably knows where you live, the make of your car, the name
of your bank, the names and addresses of your relatives and friends, your vacation habits, the
vendors with whom you deal, and many other details of your personal life. Would you be comfortable
if this information were given to a criminal? The leaks that make headlines are ones where the stolen
data is made public; we don’t hear about the ones where it is quietly sold. Think about this before you
again say, “I have nothing to hide.” To reduce the damage should your account be compromised, you
should periodically delete your old messages from their server. (This assumes you have copies on
your PC; if not, you’ll just have to be comfortable with the risk.) Here is the procedure.
• Access your account using webmail. (You may be able to delete server files using a client with
POP but check that this is so for your case before you rely on it. You almost certainly can’t delete
them with a client using IMAP.)
• Delete the files in every folder (inbox, sent, drafts, trash, etc.).
• Again, using webmail, check back in a day or so to be sure the files are gone. (One of my
vendors, doesn’t actually delete the files, but just marks them for future deletion.)
(A far better method of preserving privacy is to encrypt your messages, but in almost 40 years of
using email, I’ve only convinced two people of this.)
Finally, if you use an email client, look carefully at its defaults. Initially my vendor’s POP server
deleted my messages after I downloaded them, but when I deleted them on my PC, Thunderbird
helpfully sent them back to the server’s delete directory. Similarly, I had to change the repository of
sent messages from the server to the local sent directory on the PC. Exploring the directories on your
server using webmail will show if you have similar problems.
There are several factors that affect the choice of using webmail or an email client to access your
messages.
• With webmail, you rely on your vendor to store both your messages and address list, leaving both
vulnerable to hacking. This also makes it difficult to change vendors without losing these data.
• Webmail is easier to set up than is a client, which must be properly configured.
• A client makes accessing multiple email accounts much easier.
• If you use a client, you must still periodically check your account using webmail to delete
unwanted messages.
• Since a client stores your messages and address list locally, you are responsible for their back
up, as well as for moving the data should you get a new computer.
• Changing to a different client program means you may not be able to move some or all of your
data to it. (I’ve had good luck moving address lists, but less moving messages. Fortunately, old email
is usually not valuable.)
The choice between POP and IMAP is usually not very important; however, check with the vendor to
be sure the features you need are available with the choice you make.
• POP can offer better privacy protection, if it’s set up to delete messages from the server as they
are downloaded.
• If the vendor has implemented POP so that it’s not possible to download a message without
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deleting it from the server, the account is usable from only one device.
• If IMAP does not download attachments with their messages, you must always have Internet
access.
• With IMAP you will certainly have to visit the server periodically using webmail to delete old
messages. This may not be needed with a POP account, but you must check.
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Below is a list of your Club officers and
their information.

Officers

Random Bits

Page: 23

