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The activity this month is our annual LCCS (ECOTUC) Picnic. which will
take place on July 15th. See futher details later in this edition of the
Random Bits newsletter.
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Previous Program Points

Due to the fact that we have no one to write a review of the Previous Program, we ask
that you click on the LCCS Media link below. This link will take you to YouTube and the LCCS Media
playlist where you will be able to find videos of the past presentations.

* Click on the link to the right to see a video of Past Programs and Meetings

LCCS Media

Important you read: Same SCAM, different results
By now you should know about the scam where a popup comes on your
computer screen along with some kind of siren. The message tells you that
your computer is really infected with stuff and that you SHOULD NOT turn
off your computer and IMMEDIATELY call a listed number. And of course
we all know that the “bad guys” will tell you that in order for them to fix your
computer, you need to give them your credit card to pay for the charge.
We have been told a number of times that only your antivirus program, after a scan, would know that
your computer had a virus and it would automatically quarantine the suspected file/files. It would not
tell you to call a number (that’s why you have a running antivirus program to take care of you).
We also know that even though the popup screen tells you to NOT turn off your computer, pushing
the power button for 10 seconds IS the correct thing to do. IGNORE these popups. If you’re not
sure what to do, call a trusted computer friend (but they will probably tell you to shut down your
computer). Shutting down your computer will normally get rid of the screen. If turning it back on
brings it back, it’s just that the “bad guys” have stuck that popup in your special “START UP” folder
so it starts back up. That can be removed with some help. BUT NEVER CALL the number they list.
HERE’S THE PART THAT YOU REALLY NEED TO READ.
One of our members reported to us that a relative of theirs got hit pretty bad with this type of scam.
He had bought a new computer and did pay for some sort of online tech service for a year or two
from the store where he bought the computer. He received the popup mentioned above, but
because he had purchased a tech support service, he thought the popup was from them and the
number they were to call was for the service he had bought. NO! It was the “bad guys” who
convinced him that his computer was really messed up and they needed to fix it.
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HERE’S THE DIFFERENCE: Instead of asking for a credit card (more and
more people are wise to that scheme), he was told to go get a gift card for
a certain establishment and then read them the numbers off the back,
which he did and they said they tried to fix his computer. Then more
problems, so go get another gift card etc. So $4000 later..........…
Of course this snowballed into more serious problems as the person’s bank
account now didn’t have the money to pay automatic payments, so more fees were added to those
bills that didn’t get paid. These “bad guys” can be pretty convincing and it doesn’t matter whether you
only have a high school diploma or a PhD degree. This could happen to you unless you remember:
NOBODY KNOWS if your computer has a problem. You would have to call someone first, like calling
your doctor when you were sick (the doctor doesn't call you first) or the car repair shop (they don’t
call you first).
If you computer tells you there’s a problem, first figure out who/what (program) is telling you that you
have a problem. If it’s your antivirus program it should have already taken care of the problem and
reporting what it had done. If it’s something other than your antivirus program and the message tells
you to call someone, IT’S A SCAM
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News and Events

For the latest information on Events "Click" on the link below
LCCS Google Calendar
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News and Events con't
LCCS PICNIC Sunday, July 15, 2018
Last call for reservations. Reservation cutoff date is
Saturday, July 7, 2018.
Please call Mary Frances Rauch telling how many plan to attend the picnic, and what you will bring.
Phone is 7405224710. A recorder is turned on all the time just in case we are not at home.
Picnic is on Sunday, 7/15/18, at 123 South 3rd St., Newark, OH
Arrive by 1:30 PM, assemble food……..Expect to eat at 2:00 P.M.
For members who made reservations:
Club provides hot dogs, hamburgers, brats.
Club will provide plates, cups, fork/knife/spoon, and beverages.
Members are expected to bring ALL side dishes and desserts.
…………………………………………………….
RAFFLE: Dave Rauch reminds you $1.00 Raffle tickets are being sold NOW, and until the Picnic
dinner starts at 2:00 p.m. Sunday the 15th.
1st Prize  HP Laptop computer; Win 10 Home; 15.6in. diagonal; Intel Pentium Processor N37 10
2nd Prize  Seagate External 2 TB hard drive; USB 3.0; PC compatibility for onthego data storage
3rd Prize  Lexar S75 128 GB USB3.0 Flash Drive
The prize tickets will be drawn July 15, during the picnic. It’s necessary to put your name

and phone number on each ticket.

(No free bonus prize tickets and no free door prize membership tickets offered on day of the July 15
Picnic.)
…………………………………………………………..
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APCUG  NOOZ
In this edition of NOOZ:
1. May 5 VTC Video Links
2. Another New Column on APCUG2.org
3. August 18 VTC
4. Social Media

1. May 5 VTC Video Links
Create a Smart Home with Home Automation & Voice Assistants
Joe Melfi, Strategic Technical Marketing Engineer
https://youtu.be/FKuO1VYTqLc
Synchronizing Your PC, a Guide to…..
Bill James, VP, Computer Club of Oklahoma City; APCUG Advisor, Region 8
https://youtu.be/PQ9UweBaKrc
Teaching Technology Topics to Seniors
Ray Baxter, Payson Computer MeetUp Club, APCUG Treasurer
https://youtu.be/b78oNEfsDq8
What’s new in the Spring Windows 10 update?
Jere Minich, Program Chair, LakeSumter Computer Society
https://youtu.be/lD7JR09JSGA
What’s new with Ubuntu?
Orv Beach, Training Chair, Southern California Linux expo – SCALE
https://youtu.be/3kQbeomZuBE
Write and Publish Your eBook on Amazon Kindle… for Free
Bill Neves, Member, Silvercom Computer & Technology Club
https://youtu.be/VB40jNhy4Z0
2. Another New Column on apcug2.org  John Kennedy suggested a Linux column and, thanks to
John, it happened. Since we are a tech organization, Judy Taylour thought we should also have a
Chromebook column and reached out to several Chromebook users. Ron Brown, Program
Coordinator for the Silvercom Technology & Computer Club, volunteered to send her articles.
Annette van Ommeren (the person who put the website together and does the programming) created
a graphic and the column was launched with 13 articles. If you love Chromebooks or are thinking of
buying one, check it out.
3. August 18 is the date for the Summer VTC!
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APCUG  NOOZ
Presentations scheduled to date:
Digital Afterlife, Phil Bock
Hate on the Internet, Rick Eaton
Linux and the ham radio "Internet," Orv Beach
Apple and Tech Tips on APCUG’s Website, Jere Minich
What's New with Chromebooks in 2018, Ron Brown
4. Social Media
Does your group have a presence on social media? Can visitors to your website easily find the link(s)
to your Facebook, Twitter, Meetup, YouTube, or Instagram pages?
Has your group liked APCUG’s page? Have you let your members know APCUG is on Facebook and
that we encourage them to like the page? Lots of great information and tips posted regularly.
(https://www.facebook.com/APCUG/)
John Kennedy, APCUG
Board of Advisors
Region 3 (IN,KY,MI,OH,TN)
Region 6 (IL,IA,MN,ND,NE,SD,WI)
Your communication link with APCUG
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Secretary's Report
2018520 General Membership Meeting Minutes
ECOTUC/LCCS
President Amore called the meeting to order @2:30pm. at the Resource
Center.
Members Present: 36
ZOOM members: 4
Guests: 4
Secretary’s Report: The April 15, 2018 General Meeting Minutes were posted on the web board and
on the bulletin board. Sue Bixler motioned and Bob Vance seconded to accept the minutes as
written. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer reported $22,059.05 in the account. Ira LaFolette motioned and
Tami Snyder seconded to accept the report. The motion passed.
Correspondence: None
Committee Reports:
Recycling/Refurbishing: The club is still accepting materials for the recycling event to be held in the
fall.
Membership: Ken Bixler reported 346 paid members.
Program Chair: The VP was absent.
Technology/Teaching: John Kennedy reported two classes will start in June: “Communicating with E
mail” and “Doing it all with Linux”. Register at Heritage Hall.
Hospitality: None
Old Business None
New Business: None
Announcements: Wayne Snyder announced flower/beautification day as Saturday, May 26, 2018 @
10:00am. Please bring your own gloves, etc. There will be flowers to plant and mulch to spread
around the area.
Davey Rauch announced the Raffle prizes to be given away at the annual Potluck/Picnic to be held in
July. Tickets are $1.00 each. Put your name and phone number on your ticket/s.
Ira LaFolette motioned and Dick Butts seconded to adjourn the meeting.
President Amore adjourned the meeting @ 2:55pm.
Program: Stacie Bixler, presented ways to “Cut the Cord” and other options for using the Internet.
Submitted by: Nancy Grower, Secretary
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Treasurer's Report
Treasurer's reports here
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The Recycle Bin
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The Education Corner
The Computer Classes are on “summer vacation”. Class enrollment has
been dropping and someone suggested that maybe we offer the classes
too often (three times a year) which spreads out students and sometimes
forces us to cancel classes because of low enrollment. So, this year we
decided to take a break between the Spring and Fall sessions.
We will be offering classes during September and October, with the “Computers for the Total
Beginner” being offered the last two weeks of August. It will be meeting on T/W/Th from 4:006:00
p.m. We will begin registering students for that class the beginning of August. Those interested in the
other classes will be able to register the later part of August after the class schedules are posted

SIG Help Desk Reports
Windows Help Desk
We held our monthly Windows Help Desk with 3 members attending
needing some personal help. We were fortunate to have three
“helpers”, so today each member had their own helper. We helped with
a variety of different needs. With their questions answered, they all left
happy and no one else showed up. We closed the Help Desk up early
and went home.
Meeting Times

With no classes being offered this summer, we’ve added another
Friday for an additional “Help Desk” on the 1st Friday of the month for
First Friday 1:00  3:30 p.m.
July and August. At the end of the computer classes’ summer
Third Friday 1:00  3:00 p.m.
vacation, holding two (or even one) Help Desk will be determined. It
seems that very few members are coming in for help, so if that’s the norm we definitely will not have
two Help Desks and may even drop the usual 3rd Friday session.
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Linux SIG / Help Desk
We are starting to overflow the classroom with Linux users and those
checking it out. We’ve welcomed three new people the past month and
they came back (we didn’t scare them off). We also gained a new
Meeting Times
ECOTUC member who grew up in the Columbus area and moved
Second Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
away. He’s now back and at the suggestion of another one of our club
Fourth Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
members, came to check out Linux. We’ve even had to suggest to our
members that those that have laptops might want to bring them in the
event that we have more Help Desk/SIG members than classroom
computers (which was the case at our last meeting).
We continue having good programs and lots of good discussion. We took a look at two programs that
can “rip” audio tracks off a CD so you can save them to your hard drive. That makes it much easier to
listen to them without having to swap out disks. We found that one program really shined over the
other. The procedure turned out to be really easy and we think a few members will be giving it a try.
Because we had new people interested in learning about Linux we spent a lot of time answering
questions and showing off Linux. The best part of this was that we had older Linux users spending
one on one time with the newer users showing them things and answering their questions.
At our last meeting we took a look at a review of a program that edits videos. We saw how easy it
was to add video files to a list, drag those video files to a working area, and then editing. In the video
we watched, we saw how easy it was to string videos together and trim off parts we don’t want. We
also saw how easy it was to add fade from black at the beginning and fade to black at the end. Then
we saw how to add effects between video clips. Finally we saw how to save the files and then render
it into a format that we can share with others.
We invite anyone interested in learning about Linux, the FREE alternative operating system (that
actually runs just about everything other than desktop computers, come to a Help Desk to find out
what all runs Linux that you had no idea). We meet the 2nd and 4th Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m
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Featured Articles
What's New With Ubuntu 18 04
By: Orv Beach

APCUG VTC 5520 18

Orv's presentation also includes handson demo.
Named “Bionic Beaver,” it is a LongTerm Support release with 5
years of support for both the desktop and server version. What’s
new?
Minimal install option
Faster boot speed
Easier live patching
New Linux Kernel
GNOME desktop environment
New default apps
New way to install apps
To view the video

CLICK HERE

What's New In Windows 10 2018 Spring
Update
BY: Jere Minich

APCUG VTC 5518

The Windows 10 Spring Creators Update, version 1803, has
several new and useful features. Jere's presentation covers many
aspects of the new version.
To view the video

CLICK HERE
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Featured Articles
I am Not a Robot

By: Greg Skalka, President, Under the
Computer Hood User Group, CA
May 2018 issue, Drive Light
www.uchug.org
You’ve seen the wavy, distorted text to translate on login pages on the web. You’ve had to match
images to words to be allowed to buy concert tickets. You’ve even had to check a box that says “I am
not a robot” to sign up for a web service. What’s going on here? Why must we be inconvenienced?
Are robots taking over the world?
The problem is not with robots, at least in the traditional sense. Robots are machines that can
perform a complex series of actions, under computer or program control. These include industrial
machines, military UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) and the Roomba cleaning your floor. Google is
not trying to keep C3PO from signing up for a Gmail account.
A computer running a program could also be considered a kind of robot, as it is a machine performing
an action. An ATM machine is a kind of robot, programmed to provide you with cash (if you have
money in your account). Programs that catalog the web could be considered robots. These kinds of
robotic programs can help us find things. Unfortunately, there are more unsavory applications for
these web robots, like spreading spam and capturing user information. If there is a limited amount of
something desirable for sale on the web, a program could be written to go out on the web and buy up
all of it the instant it goes on sale  concert tickets, for instance. It is not the poor robot program that is
at fault, but the bad people behind its actions.
To prevent these misdirected online bots from buying all the tickets, spamming all the blogs and
signing up for all the email addresses, tests were developed to try to filter out the bots and only let
real humans sign up on web pages. Initial tests used CAPTCHA codes; CAPTCHA stands for
Completely Automated Public Turing test to tell Computers and Humans Apart. These tests involved
things that humans should be able to do, like recognize numbers and letters that appear melted, but
that are difficult for machines or programs to understand and complete. After going through several
different types of these tests to defeat eversmarter AI (artificial intelligence) web bots, Google has
gone to a test where the way you click on a box that indicates “I am not a robot” can reveal your
humanity.
This may help protect your opportunity to go to ComicCon, but it does nothing to stop the
proliferation of robots in our society. The capabilities and uses of robotic devices and their programs
keep increasing as advancements are made in AI. Robots are just like any other technology we use;
they can have benefits and drawbacks.
Like recognizing melted letters, it is commonly thought that there are things that only humans can do.
These things usually involve creativity, like writing a novel or painting a masterpiece. Computers may
be able to quickly make decisions and complete calculations but lack an aesthetic sense and artistic
capability. As processing power, memory capacity and algorithm sophistication all increase,
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Featured Articles
computers will get better at these things as well.
I would have loved to have a robot writer to write my newsletter column this month, as I started on
this article way past my normal deadline. There now are newswriting bots that can quickly create
basic stories for newspapers and magazines, using AI. While a great tool for journalists, some are
concerned it could also be their replacement. Computers and AI are making inroads in other fields,
such as law, where they are increasingly used to sift through documents for passages relevant to
their casework. Computers are even using AI to claim some of that creativity that humans hold dear;
there are programs that claim to create art, compose music and write novels.
Are we ready to accept more robots into our workplaces and our lives? The robots referenced in our
popular culture are mostly the same  usually somewhat humanoid in configuration, often good,
sometimes evil. Gort from the film The Day the Earth Stood Still, Robby the Robot from the 1956 film
Forbidden Planet, the Robot from Lost in Space, the droids C3PO and R2D2 from Star Wars and
the Terminator robots have all shaped our perception of what a robot is. Yet we now have many
robots among us, and few have a humanoid appearance.
AI has helped computers beat humans at their own games. Watson, the IBM computer that competed
and won against human contestants on the TV quiz show Jeopardy, is now being used to improve
healthcare delivery and weather forecasting, among other things. Deep Blue was an IBM chess
playing computer that beat a reigning world champion human. AlphaGo, a program using Google’s
DeepMind AI, was able to beat topranked human players.
Other robots use AI to navigate, build and answer our questions. Selfdriving cars are in development
and testing by many companies. If successful and accepted by consumers, they will be a
transforming technology in our society. They promise to reduce traffic, free up our time spent
traveling, increase road safety and provide transportation for those that cannot drive. They may
greatly change our drivingoriented car culture and affect our lives in ways we cannot anticipate.
Robotic trucks are also under development, with the goal to make shipping safer and less expensive.
We already have UAVs and drones, many of which can take off, fly and land under computer control.
Our robotic space probes have surveyed all the planets and even left the solar system. Our robotic
rovers continue to drive around on Mars, helping us explore and learn about our neighboring planet.
Back on Earth, robots help us build cars in our factories. Our Roombas sweep and mop our floors.
Voice operated assistants like Amazon’s Echo and Google’s Home Assistant provide support in our
lives.
All these robots touch our lives every day in positive ways. Perhaps we should not be so ready to
segregate into us and them. Just as John F. Kennedy expressed solidarity with the citizens of West
Berlin in his 1963 speech, saying “Ich bin ein Berliner”, perhaps we should be saying
49 20 61 6D 61 72 6F 62 6F 74 2E
[Translation from ASCII Hexadecimal: I am a robot.]
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Club Officers
Below is a list of your Club officers and
their information.

Officers
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