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General Meeting Program  January
The title for the January’s General Meeting Program is “Scram Scams,
Poof Spoofs, and I’m not going Phishing Today”. This will be a live
presentation by member John Kennedy.
We are being bombarded with multitudes of junk mail and popups from
people trying to direct us to false locations, too good to be true things, and
giving up of our personal information. Some are so easily caught that we
wonder how stupid do they think I am? But others are getting very
sophisticated that’s it really hard to tell, especially when it comes to fake
website.
We will be spending our time on the 20th looking at examples of these
kinds of traps and learning what to look for. But the one takeaway from
the program (in case you can’t make it) is to NOT RESPOND to anything
you’re not 100% sure of. PERIOD. It’s that simple.
We will also have time at the end of the presentation by John, for
members (if they are willing) to share their own personal stories in hopes
of preventing others from getting caught by the “Scams, Spoofing, and
Phishing” activities of lowlifes. You are encouraged to bring a non
member friend so they too can learn how not to be fooled (and find out
that a $24 membership to our club will save them lots of money in the long
run when they get duped out of hundreds of dollars).
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Previous Program Points

Due to the fact that we have no one to write a review of the Previous Program, we ask
that you click on the LCCS Media link below. This link will take you to YouTube and the LCCS Media
playlist where you will be able to find videos of the past presentations.

* Click on the link to the right to see a video of Past Programs and Meetings

LCCS Media

EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA!!!!
We would like to announce that the Digital Image SIG is again meeting to
help users to learn how to edit and work with their digital images. See the
article later in this edition of the Random Bits.
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News and Events

For the latest information on Events "Click" on the link below
LCCS Google Calendar
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The Education Corner
The Teaching Program is on it’s “winter break” for the next couple of
months. Classes could return towards the later part of March depending on
teacher availability.
During this period the teaching guides are being reviewed for any major
changes and possible additions. The Maintenance Committee will be
meeting to determine the future of the actual computers in the classroom. Ten of the current
computers were built my members of the club over 10 years ago. There is concern that reports from
Microsoft that computers older than ten years could possibly not work well anymore with Windows
10. If that’s the case, we’ll need to upgrade the computers. The two options that are being considered
are: refurbish them by replacing the motherboard, processor, and RAM chips; or purchasing a whole
new computer. The committee will be reviewing the financial aspects of both options, and the work
load it would take to do the refurbishing.
As we look ahead to the next “school year”, we are always wanting in hearing what type of classes
students are interested in having. Our goal is to provide training in the areas members want,
providing we can secure a teacher for that topic. So please send any comments or concerns about
the teaching program (classes, meeting times, and teachers) to lccs.freejohn@gmail.com and we’ll
review those comments.
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Windows Help Desk

Meeting Times

First Friday 1:00  3:30 p.m.
Third Friday 1:00  3:00 p.m.

We still do not have any Windows Help Desk sessions scheduled. It
appears that none of our members are willing to host and provide any
help to other members of our club that are in need of Windows help. If
you would be interesting in hosting a Windows Help Desk, and we
know that there are others that will come to provide help if there’s
someone to host, please get in contact with John Kennedy, Director of
the Teaching Program. There are many days and time in the month to
have a Help Desk. The whole purpose of our club is “members helping

members”.
One item that needs to be shared with Windows 10 users is that the fall update, labeled 1809, IS
finding it’s way to our members computers. One member (that’s not on the Insider Program) has
reported that his laptop is now up to date after a long evening of downloading, installing, and
upgrading. You are reminded that you need to leave your computers/laptops turned on for long
periods of time in order for the big Windows 10 update to get downloaded in the background (you
may not even know that it’s happening). Once the computer/laptop has the update downloaded, it will
begin the install process and let you know when it needs human interaction to continue the whole
process. Once it gets to the upgrade process, the computer will reboot several time on it’s own and
then open up to your new version of Windows.
Leaving on means just what it says – leave it on. You can’t just leave it plugged in. You have to have
it running, but it can have the screen go blank as the computer is still running. And depending on the
speed of your Internet, you may need to leave it on for days at a time. One thing of note: it has been
reported that people who run antivirus’ that are not created by Microsoft (Windows Defender) have
run into problems with the whole process. The recommendation is that those users temporally
remove (disable) and use the default Windows Defender until after the upgrade is completed. Then
you can reinstall (enable) your antivirus program.

Random Bits

Page: 9

SIG Help Desk Reports
Repair SIG / Help Desk
December Repair SIGs
1 December
Meeting Times

First Saturday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
First Tuesday 7:00  9:00 p.m.
Third Saturday 1:00  4:00 p.m.

Jim
Determined that a laptop was unrepairable. Advised owner to use the
laptop as a stationary computer and connect it to an external monitor.
Or scrap the laptop. Sold a monitor.
Repaired a software problem and sold a wifi dongle.
Ken
Installed LibreOffice and TeamViewer for a member.
Everett
Reinstalled Microsoft Windows 10.
David R
Diagnosing a boot failure.
4 December
Everett
Checked functionality and sold a Microsoft Windows 10 refurbished computer.
Ken
Evaluating an old laptop to determine whether we refurbish or scrap it.
15 December
Jim
Repaired a Microsoft Windows 7 desktop system and sold a Microsoft Windows 10 laptop to a
developmentally challenged individual.
Ken
Installed Linux PeppermintOS as a dual boot system on a Microsoft Windows 7 desktop machine.
Everett
Cleaned connections internally and recovered a Microsoft Windows 7 system on a laptop.
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Linux SIG / Help Desk

Meeting Times

Second Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
Fourth Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.

After a very successful “Doing it all with Linux” class, the Linux group
has a few new members. One person was sold on Linux after just the
first week, one member took home her refurbished computer that was
now running Linux, another member installed Linux along side
Windows as he learns more about it, and the final new member took
home Linux on a thumb drive and will be installing it on his computer
after taking a little time off for some surgery.

Some of these new members joined us at our first meeting of the month. We spent a lot of time
reviewing the good things about Linux and helping out our new members. We connected up the
member that had dual booted his laptop so we could actually work on his “live” distro.
Among other things we covered this month at our two Linux Help Desks included:
* Reviewed all the different ways to copy files from a thumb drive to another thumb drive and from
thumb drive to the internal hard drive. The demonstration included using both the graphical interface
(file manager) and the command line.
* Learned that there was a hidden trash folder on thumb drives that holds deleted files that you don’t
realize are there. There’s a chance that your thumb drive would inform you that it was full and you
only saw a few files on the drive. Once you go in and delete the files in the hidden trash folder, your
thumb drive now has lots of free space.
* Reviewed the Linux file system using the terminal and reviewed some simple commands.
* A question was raised about sound settings and we saw how you can adjust the volume (or levelize
all the running programs) for indivudual programs going to the Sound Settings/Applications tab/and
adjust each program’s level to balance them out.
* Discuss that you should backup a programs configuration file before you make any changes in it.
We saw how to use the terminal and the “cp” command to complete the project. We also saw how
you can restore the messed up file with the backup.
We welcome everyone that might be interested in learning more about Linux to join us in the coming
year on the 2nd and 4th Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. Linux is a FREE, very secure, and belongs to
you (and not to the company that makes it).
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Digital Imaging SIG / Help Desk
EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!!!!!
On November 29th the Digital Image Special Interest Group (SIG) meet
for a re organizational meeting to restart the group. This was the first
Meeting Times
meeting in many months due the to health issues of the principal key
Second Tuesday 7:00  9:00
holder, David Clement.
p.m
With the attendance of twelve to fifteen participants, David introduced
himself and assistant Rich Allen to the members. After introductions
David then began to cover the purpose of the group and the group goal
of helping members to use their technology to produce and edit digital images.
Then the members were introduced to the editing software that is going to be adapted for use in the
group meetings, that software is GIMP which is an open source, free, graphic image manipulation
program. Each of the members copied the software installation software to their personal thumb
drives to take home and install on their home machines.
Members agreed that the group will meet on the 4th Thursdays of each month at the ECOTUC
classroom for 1 to 3 pm. The next meeting date is December 27th.
December 27th Meeting
Due to the Holiday season the turn out for this session was very small, but those that attended
received further instruction on the capabilities of GIMP.
To begin the session Rich gave instruction on how to access the network drive that Ken Bixler set up
for the Digital Image SIG to use on the Linux server. On the mapped drive the students will be able to
access a number of resources. Such resources as the lesson for the Month, previous months
lessons, and will be able to save pictures to a folder so that they may be shared with the members of
the group.
Next Dave took over the session and demonstrated to the members how to customize some of the
GIMP settings so that the mouse scroll wheel will increase and decrease the size of the tools when
editing a photo.
After everyone had made the customized changes Dave then lead the group in exploring the
“Healing” tool. As an exercise the members used the tool to remove the wrinkles in a photo, of a lady,
to help her look much younger.
After we adjourned the meeting Dave helped a member with naming and sorting some image files on
their laptop.
The next meeting is scheduled for January 24th at 1 p.m. in the classroom at the Reese Center.
Everyone is welcome to come and attend the meetings and we meet the fourth Thursday of each
month.
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Featured Articles
Best Windows 10 apps
By: Clare Hopping
ITPRO

We round up the best programs and apps to
get you started on Microsoft's most recent OS
When Windows 10 was introduced by Microsoft, one of its biggest
and best assets was the huge library of apps it offered customers
across devices. Whether using a PC, Windows Phone, hybrid PC, laptop, desktop or even Xbox, the
apps work in exactly the same way and this makes it probably the most flexible computing platform
around.
To read the full article

CLICK HERE

How to Block Phone and FaceTime calls on
iPhone and iPad
BY: OLIVER HASLAM
HowTo Geel

Whether it’s a telemarketer or someone you know who’s annoying
you, sometimes the best thing to do is block them from calling or FaceTiming you. Here’s how to do
that on your iPhone and iPad.
To read the full article

CLICK HERE
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Featured Articles
How to Create a Virtual HardDisk Volume Using a
File in Linux
By: Aaron Kili
TecMint

Virtual Hard Disk (VHD) is a disk image file format which represents a
virtual hard disk drive, capable of storing the complete contents of a
physical hard drive. It’s a container file that acts similar to a physical hard
drive. The disk image replicates an existing hard drive and includes all
data and structural features.
To read the full article

CLICK HERE

iOS 12

BY: MacRumors Staff on December 28, 2018
MacRumors
iOS 12, released September 17, focuses on performance and
quality improvements, along with new features like Memoji, Screen
Time, Group FaceTime, and more. Available now for developers.
To read the full article

CLICK HERE
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Club Officers
Below is a list of your Club officers and
their information.

Officers
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