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Networkwide Ad Blocking Using Pihole
It seems like you can’t visit any web page these days without being
overwhelmed with unwanted and intrusive advertisements. If you are tired
of unwanted commercials creeping into your Internet browser and you just
want to surf the web in peace, then come out to the next ECOTUC
General Meeting on Sunday, June 23rd, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. and learn how
to send those unwanted adverts into a virtual Internet black hole.
We will be exploring how to use a computer or a virtual computer to block
advertisements on all devices on your home network. This solution is so
effective that it even prevents unwanted content in mobile apps and on
smart devices. It could similarly speed up web browsing and improve your
home network performance!
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Previous Program Points

Due to the fact that we have no one to write a review of the Previous Program, we ask
that you click on the LCCS Media link below. This link will take you to YouTube and the LCCS Media
playlist where you will be able to find videos of the past presentations.

* Click on the link to the right to see a video of Past Programs and Meetings

LCCS Media

Technology Use Survey

The Teaching Program is trying to find out what the current needs of the
membership might be in terms of the technology education/assistance
needs. We’ve received a large number of surveys from the Licking County
Aging Program and are now in need of surveys from our members. We’ve
received a few, but we need to add your survey to know what to offer.
If you haven’t filled out a survey and returned it to the club (either by mailing it in or dropping it off at
the building), please do so as soon as possible. The survey was emailed out to all members that
are on the mailing list and there are forms in our building. Please download one (or pick one up
anytime your are down at the building) and return it to us by our June General Meeting on June 23rd.
It’s very important to know what your needs are so we can help you with using technology. If we
don’t know what you need help with, we can’t provide Help Desks, workshops, or classes that will
meet those needs. We want to offer assistance with what is actually needed and not offer assistance
with what we think is needed.
Thank you.

Random Bits

Page: 2

News and Events

For the latest information on Events "Click" on the link below
LCCS Google Calendar
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News and Events con't
AmazonSmile Charitable Donations
Amazon offers a complimentary program that supports nonprofit
organizations like the EastCentral Ohio Technology Users Club (“Licking
County Computer Society Inc"). All you need to do is start your Amazon
shopping at “smile” instead of "www" (i.e., https://smile.amazon.com).
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. AmazonSmile is the same
Amazon you know. They offer the same fantastic products, the same prices, and the same excellent
service.
Please consider supporting ECOTUC by making us your charity of choice and doing your Amazon
shopping at smile.amazon.com.

Annual PICNIC July 21, 2019
LCCS/ECOTUC Picnic, Sunday, July 21, 2019, at 123 South 3rd St.,
Newark, OH
Arrive 1:30 PM, assemble food……..Expect to eat at 2:00 P.M.
Club provides meats.
Club provides plates, cups, fork/knife/spoon, and beverages.
Members will bring ALL side dishes and desserts.
…………………………………………………….
Raffle: Dave Rauch reminds you the $1.00 Raffle tickets are being sold NOW through 30 minutes
BEFORE picnic on July 21.
1st Prize  HP Laptop computer; Win 10 Home; 15.6in. diagonal; Intel Pentium Processor N37 10
2nd Prize  Western Digital External 2 TB hard drive; USB 3.0; PC compatibility for onthego data
storage
3rd Prize  Lexar Flash Drive, 128 GB USB 3.0
The prize tickets will be drawn July 21, during the picnic. It’s necessary to put your name and
phone number on each ticket. If you read this, (and many won’t), you could write WHICH PRIZE
you’d like to win if YOUR ticket is drawn. (No free door prize tickets to members will be offered on
day of the July 21 Picnic.)
…………………………………………………………..
For July Picnic reservations, call 7405224710, Mary Frances Rauch,
(recorder is on 24/7). Reservation deadline not yet determined. To ensure that we have enough food
available, you must call Mary Frances Rauch and let her know how many plan to attend and what
you will be bringing. If you do not call, we will not purchase food and beverages for you and your
guests.
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News and Events con't
Kroger Community Rewards Program
Kroger offers a complimentary program that supports nonprofit
organizations like the EastCentral Ohio Technology Users Club (“Licking
County Computer Society Inc."). All you have to do is shop at Kroger and
swipe your Kroger Plus Card.
Please consider supporting ECOTUC through the Kroger Community Rewards program. Simply visit
the Kroger Community Rewards website and make us your charity of choice. Our Organization
Number is JH634.
Kroger Community Rewards Website:
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
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Secretary's Report
2019 314 Executive Board Meeting Minutes
ECOTUC/LCCS
Voting members Present: Jim Amore, John Kennedy, Kenneth
Tubaugh, Ken Bixler, Jim Holton, Mary Frances
Rauch, Bill Toothman & Jim/Nancy Grower.
Absent: Sue Bixler
NonVoting Members: Vicky Atkins
President Amore called the meeting to order@ 4:00pm in the Resource
Center.
Secretary’s Report: The 2019110 Executive Board ReOrganizational and Regular Meeting
Minutes were posted on the web & bulletin boards and emailed to board members. The minutes will
be filed.
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer reported a total of $20,220.28 in the account as of 22819.
Correspondence: None
Committee Reports:
Recycling/Refurbishing: Items are still being collected and Bill Toothman is refurbishing 12
computers.
Membership: Ken Bixler reported 227 paid members.
Program Chair: The March Meeting will be presented by John Kennedy on “Scams, Spoofing &
Phishing”. April’s program will be 3D Printers & Printing, presented by Dave Clement.
Technology/Teaching: John Kennedy & Ken Bixler are in the process of refurbishing the 12
classroom computers. The needed parts were ordered on Amazon.
Old Business: The club is seeking a “Social Media” person to cover this area. Mary Frances Rauch
reminded us that we bring in old greeting cards. The back patio “Beautification Plan” was discussed,
but no motion was made to do the project.
New Business: Trustee, Jim Holton requested a meeting of the Trustees on May 9 @ 3:00 in the
Resource Center for the purpose of reviewing the Treasurer’s Report.
John Kennedy expressed his desire to do a survey of LCAP and LCCS members for the purpose of
finding out what the community would like for class subjects. He suggested those filling out the
survey would tear off a bottom portion of the paper to be entered in a drawing. The award would be a
year membership to ECOTUC/LCCS. Ken Bixler motioned and John Kennedy seconded to do this
survey. The motion passed.
Kenneth Tubaugh told the group about a Rewards program sponsored by Amazon, called
Smile.Amazon.com. This site allows the Amazon buyer to gain rewards/money for charitable groups.
Ken will write up a descriptive information article on how our members can use this site as well as
registering ECOTUC/LCCS with Amazon.
Ken Bixler motioned and Jim Grower seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed.
President Amore adjourned the meeting @4:55pm.
Submitted by: Nancy Grower, Secretary
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Secretary's Report
2019428 General Membership Meeting Minutes
ECOTUC/LCCS
President Amore called the meeting together at 2:30 PM.
Secretary’s Report: The March 14, 2019, Executive Board Minutes and
the March 17, 2019, General Membership Meeting Minutes were posted
on the Web and Bulletin boards.
Treasurer’s Report: $15,015.00 balance as of April 28, 2019.
Communications: Appreciation letters from Geraldine Jacobs and Ron
Sherwood to LCCS for sending expressions of sympathy to their families after death of their loved
ones. Letter of appreciation was received from Food Pantry Network of Licking County for ongoing
donations supporting Operation Feed drive and monthly support of the food pantry itself.
Committee Reports:
Recycling/Refurbishing – President Amore reports we are still waiting to hear from recycler.
Membership Current Membership – 234
Program Chair: May 19, 2019, program will be “Basics of Network Connectivity”, by Kenneth
Tubaugh, SIG Leader for “Know More Tech”.
Technology/Teaching: John Kennedy has been sending out detailed lists of current classes and
times and dates of upcoming classes being offered. He cannot understand why more of you do not
take these classes. Please share this info with your friends and welcome them to these valuable
training sessions.
Hospitality: Maybe you’d like to put July 21 Annual Club Picnic on your calendar now?
APCUG: Your recent Random Bits Newsletter has a full schedule of the May 4, VTC programs that
you may view between 1 and 4 PM on your own computer screens! These sessions are fabulous, if I
do say so!
Old Business: Asking again for Outdoor Beautification Coordinator. We just need a “name”
of one of you to be in charge of setting date/time for us to come and weed and plant things.
New Business: Every LCCS member who owns a computer received a “Technology User Survey”
from our John Kennedy. We need every member to fill out this form and return a copy to him.
Remember, you don’t have to sign it.
President Amore adjourned the meeting at 4:10 PM.
………………………..
Today’s Program: “Fun Stuff” by John Kennedy. He brought us current news on a long list of
items we need to know, such as several things Microsoft is “giving up” very soon.
…………………….
Raffle results for April, 2019, prizes were:
1st – Wauneta Newland, Amazon Echo Dot
2nd – Vicky Atkins, Seagate 2 TB External Hard Drive
3rd  Tom Tweedle, PNY 128 GB Flash Drive
Submitted by: Mary Frances, in the absence of Nancy Grower, Secretary
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Treasurer's Report

Random Bits

Page: 8

The Education Corner
Computer Classes/Teaching Program
After a successful start to our “school year” with the Total Beginner’s class,
we unfortunately had to cancel the next two classes: Word Processing and
Spreadsheet. Both classes were canceled due to lack of students. We are
hoping to offer both classes in the fall and maybe by then we’ll have enough
students to run both classes. Check the website under “Projects/Teaching
Program/Current Class Offerings” for those possible dates.
We will be having the next scheduled class: Everyday Computer Basics (using Windows 10) on June
10th, 11th, 12th, and 17th, 18th, 19th. The class will meet from 2:304:30 each day. You can find out
more about what’s covered in the class on the website under “Projects/Teaching Program/Course
Descriptions”. If you, or someone you know, might be interested in the class there’s a link on that
page to download the registration form. Print it out and mail it to our PO Box with the $20 class fee.
We’ve also got the followup class to the Everyday Computer Basics class, Beyond the Basics:
What’s
Next?, scheduled for the second and third weeks in July. More on that class next newsletter and on
our website.
Finally, there is a “waiting list” for those interested in taking a class on Navigating the Internet: Beings
Smart and Secure. If you are interested in this class, download the registration form and fill out your
information, then send it in. When there’s enough interest in the class, we’ll secure a teacher and let
you know when the class will be offered (and hope that you are still interested and the dates work out
for you).
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Know More Tech SIG
The new Know More Tech SIG held our fourth meeting on Friday, May
17th, 2019, with five members in attendance. We discussed so many
different topics this past month that we went nonstop until nearly 4:00
p.m.
Meeting Times
If you are interested in joining us at our next meeting, you are cordially
Third Friday 1:30  3:30 p.m.
invited to drop by on Friday, June 21st, 2019, at 1:30 p.m. We invite
you to share your technological expertise, explore shared interests
with the other guests, get your nagging technology issues resolved,
and learn more about the hightech tools that have enhanced our daily
lives. In May, we discussed the following topics:
• The new Google Pixel 3a and 3a XL smartphone
• What is a MEME?
• Reading news articles on the web without tracking
• What is cookie tracking?
• How to set up a virtual machine using the app called “VirtualBox.”
• Using a virtual machine to protect your privacy online
• Home Networking 101
We also explored the following websites:
• Ubiquiti Networks: Ui.com (formally ubnt.com)
• Privacyfocused Search Engine: DuckDuckGo.com
• News Sites:
• Newsnow.co.uk
• Flipboard.com
• Nbcnews.com
• Vox.com
• Memeorandum.com
• Technologyrelated Sites:
• Techmeme.com
• Digg.com
• Feedly.com
As mentioned in last month’s article, we officially kicked off our indepth home networking discussion.
This topic is so vast that we could talk about it for months on end and still only scratch the surface. In
May, we managed to touch on the following topics:
• Discovering hidden fees on your Internet Service Providers (ISP) monthly bill
• What is a modem?
• What does the term “modem” actually mean?
• What is an Internet Protocol (IP) address?
• What is a router?
• What is a WiFi Access Point?
• What is a network switch?
• What are the benefits and disadvantages of using a combination networking device?
• What is a VPN?
If you have a device that has access to the internet, then you have a network! That simply means that
Random Bits

Page: 10

SIG Help Desk Reports
networking has become a part of everyone’s modern computing
experience. This includes computers, tablets, smartphones, all Internet
of Things (IoT) appliances, and even cellular connected gadgets.
Come explore this sometimesperplexing topic with us over the next
several months. Our goal is to break down the tricky subject of
Meeting Times
networking into bitesized nuggets of information.
Third Friday 1:30  3:30 p.m.
As always, we want to hear your questions and thoughts as we
continue to grow our technology know how. Please feel free to email
me directly or bring those inquiries and ideas to the next meeting and
be prepared to Know More Tech. Again, our next meeting is scheduled
for Friday, June 21st, 2019, at 1:30 p.m.
Best Regards,
Kenneth Tubaugh
Facilitator, Know More Tech
Email: knowmoretech “at” lccsohio “dot” org
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SIG Help Desk Reports
Linux SIG / Help Desk

Meeting Times

Second Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.
Fourth Friday 1:00  4:00 p.m.

The Linux Help Desk continued meeting on the 2nd and 4th Friday
afternoons in May. Both meetings had a lot of interesting discussions
taking place. We cover not only things specific to the Linux operating
system, but cover the programs and processes we use doing our
everyday computing activities.

This month we started off by adjusting the BIOS of the newly rebuilt
computers so that they would work with the building of Virtual
Machines. With these motherboards the setting to use virtualization is not set by default so we had
to have all those in attendance help make that setting change. It also gave the members a chance to
see how to do it on their computer’s motherboard’s BIOS if they find they can’t create virtual
machines. What are virtual machines? We’d be glad to tell you and show you examples at our next
Linux Help Desk.
We also checked out and learned how to use a special terminal called “tmux”. It allows multiple
terminal sessions to be accessed simultaneously in a single window. It is useful for running more
than one commandline program at the same time. It can also be used to detach processes from
their controlling terminals, allowing SSH sessions to remain active without being visible. We’ve been
learning how to do some things on the command line in terminals, but this showed us how to get the
job done easier.
There was a discussion on how one of the major distribution (often abbreviated as distro) called
Antergos has been discontinued. Many of the distros are developed by a small team of
programmers and sometimes the demands of maintaining a distro become too much for those small
teams. Such is the case with Antergos. But it’s not going to be that much of a problem with users of
that distro and it’s really just a version of Arch that had a different installation process used. Once
you have it installed, it’s really just plain Arch with a little extra. The little extras will be removed
leaving the plain, still supported distribution called Arch.
Finally we had an enjoyable experience sharing our love of Linux with someone that came to learn
more about what Linux is. He found out that using Linux wasn’t that much different than using
Windows. Many of the software programs that are used in Linux are some of the same programs
that many people (those that use free and open source software) use in Windows. So when
switching over from Windows to Linux, it’s very natural feeling. Usually the hardest part is the
freedom of choosing the version of your desktop that you want to use. You can learn more about
that in June’s Linux Help Desk.
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Featured Articles
How to Delete Your Alexa Recordings by
Voice
By: JOSH HENDRICKSON
HowTo_Geek
Amazon is rolling out new privacy features today for Alexa. In
addition to an educational “privacy hub,” the company lets you
delete your stored recordings by voice. But it’s off by default; you’ll
need to flip a switch.
To read full article:

CLICK HERE

How to Use the time Command on Linux
BY: DAVE MCKAY
HowToGeek

Want to know how long a process runs and a whole lot more?
The Linux time command returns time statistics, giving you cool
insights into the resources used by your programs.
Tp read the full article:
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Featured Articles
Windows Sandbox: How to use Microsoft's
simple virtual Windows PC to secure your
digital life
By: Mark Hachman
PCWorld

Microsoft may be positioning its upcoming, easypeasy Windows
Sandbox within the Windows 10 May 2019 Update as a safe zone
for testing untrusted applications, but it’s much more than that.
Windows Sandbox, and sandboxing PC apps in general, give you
a solution for trying a “utility” that may be malware, or a website that you’re not sure about. You could
leave those potentially dangerous elements alone, but with Sandbox, you can be a little more
adventurous.
To view full article

CLICK HERE

How to Customize Your Icons in Windows
BY: WALTER GLENN
HowToGeek
Personalizing your icons is a great way to make a PC uniquely
yours. Let’s take a look at the different ways Windows lets you
customize your icons.
To view full article

CLICK HERE
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Club Officers
Below is a list of your Club officers and
their information.

Officers
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